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Minister of Forelgn Afjairs, Inlematianal Trade and Regional Co-nperation
chublzc af. Maurmu:

. Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi
Director Genexml
wWrIo
Rue de Lausanne 154
CH-1211 Gendve 21

Dear Dr. Panitchpakdi

I am weiting to preseat our serious concerns regarding the unintended negativa
consequences for vulnerable economies, that aze being caused by the impan.i
the Multi-Fibse Asmngement (MFA) quotaz qn textiles and appml, cffecuve 1 Januny 2005.
This issue was :msed at the meeting of Afrcen Carribean and Pacific 77
Maunuus on 11" July, 2004,

As you are well awage, the elimination of the MFA quotas on, texules and appz:cl
pursuant to the Uruguay Round Agreement on Textiles and Clothing {4 TN
@ positive step in the development of LDCs and other vulnerable economies by ... .
access to the major importing markets for these products. With the final 'nh'l‘!"—"“" A oha
quotas now just five months away, it ia becoming clear that quic. i -
These is now a growing consensus that a small handful of the lazgest and oy o (o
textile and apparel p:oduemg countrics are poised to capture the vast preponderance of thc
market accets oppostunities to be created by the quota phasc-out. In the process, existing wade
by LDCs and other vulnerable economies will almost certainly be displa. ., -
thousands if not millions of jobs in those countries that can least afford it. Thu bumm sceras
likely to fall especully hard on the LDCs of Africa, most of which have nnt- 1. -
textiles and apparel in the past few years.

Accordingly, may I request that the WTO should convene an emesgency meeting of the
Council on Goods st the eatliest possible date (and prefegably in August) to eramine the
- unintended consequences of the MPA quota phase-out and to explore ways o pratest Lo L s
and other vulnerable economies from the loss of these trade and employmcm oppo:tumu
upon which their fragile economies depend. I stand personally ready to ... e\
find reasonable solutons to these very serious problems.




